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To: Lafayette County Planning Commission 

From: Tristan Riddell, Planner 

Meeting Date: August 24, 2026 

Case: 26-312 

 

Applicant: Charles Harris and Anna Grey Harris 

Request: Dimensional Variance – Rear Yard Setback 

 

Location: 11000 Covington Way, Wellsgate Lot 369 

Parcel Number(s): 145Z-22-036.17  

PPIN: 29001 

 

Existing Zoning District: Residential Low Density (R-1) 

Adjacent Zoning Districts: Residential Low Density (R-1) 

Minimum Yard/Setback: Rear Yard: 25 feet 

 

Background 

Charles Harris and Anna Grey Harris request a dimensional variance from rear yard setback 

requirements (Article VIII, Section 803, Lafayette County Zoning Ordinance (LCZO)) to allow 

for the construction of an addition to an existing home. The applicants purchased the property in 

2020 and the previous owner had constructed the existing home and an in-ground pool at the rear 

of the house. The in-ground pool, landscaping and rear lot fencing fully extended to the rear lot 

line and likely onto the adjacent property. The pool has been demolished and filled and the 

applicant proposes to construct an addition.  

 

Dimensional Variance Requirements - Article XXI, Section 2104 

Dimensional variances shall not be granted unless the applicant demonstrates: 

 

A. That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure, 

or building involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures, or buildings, 

in the same district. 

B. That literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant 

of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district under the terms of 

this Ordinance. 

C. That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege 

that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same zoning 

district.  

 

The applicant states that the existing dwelling was cited by the previous owner in such a manner 

as to deprive them from being able to construct an addition to the dwelling commonly seen on 

other homes in the Wellsgate Subdivision. The landowner has remedied a more egregious 

setback encroachment, having removed a previously installed in-ground pool. The Wellsgate 
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Architectural Review Committee has reviewed the proposed addition and setback request and 

concluded that it is not inconsistent with the Wellsgate setback requirements.  

 

The applicant states that the dimensional variance would allow for five (5) feet of encroachment, 

however, this is inaccurate as the minimum rear setback for properties within the R-1 District is 

25 feet not 20 feet as stated on the application submittal. The dimensional variance would result 

in a 10 foot setback from the rear lot line at the nearest point of the addition (see site plan 

submitted by applicant).  

 

The subject property, Lot 369, has a relatively smaller building envelope than the surrounding  

lots within the Wellsgate Subdivision. The proposed addition aligns with the size and layout of 

neighboring homes within the Wellsgate Subdivision. Due to the smaller lot size, compatibility 

with surrounding construction and the approval from the Wellsgate Owners Association, the 

dimensional variance is appropriate.  

 

Public Notice/Public Comment 

Dimensional variance requests are required to be heard during a properly notified public hearing 

(Article XXI, Section 2104.03, LCZO). Notice of this public hearing was posted on the subject 

property and printed in the Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal.  

 

Adjacent landowners were properly notified by certified mail in advance of the Planning 

Commission meeting. To date, Planning Staff has not received any written public comment. 

 

Planning Staff Recommendation  

Planning Staff recommends approval of the dimensional variance to allow the construction of 

home addition as submitted. 

 

Enc.: 

1. Application Materials 




























